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Date 6 May 1948 
Tine 0905 GOP 


Incidont # 167 


cee 


Location 19° 08" N= 164° 05 & between Xyajalein Island, Marshall. 


Name observer C 
Occupation of obgorvor 


Address of observer 


Plac rvetion 
Numbor of objects 1 
Distay of b >t I 
it » @ & wl 

Timo in sight split 


Altitude 10,000 
Spead u/9 


Diroction of f) ight 


islands und Mickam Tiela., 
of 


sept Floyd Barnes 


Pilot USay 
Pacific Division, Milit Air Trans Service 


Abead & abovws his plane 


second, 
£t 


n/s 


Tactics exploded Like a shell 


Sovumd n/s 


Shapo ball 
Odor dotected B/S 
apparent construction 


Exhaust trails None 


fax "fire" 


sonditions 5/10 cloud coverage 


ppp 3 w/; 
offcet on clouds n/s 


Incident j7137 -= vasifia Ocvan: 16° 08" N, 154° Obt 3 ee 3 any 1943 


fhe object obsarved here vas urcbably an explodia, 
ball seen head-on auc s2en culy at the tine of actual exolcsions 


oartial cloud cov A onld easily explain tne 


&oSen 
e 


24 ON tne wator 
or airoraft si jnte 200 ori sinal obj 


seen a shell fired fron the 


have been cbserved. 


panied fee 5a ie ae N 


HEADQUARTERS 
AIR MATERIEL COMMAND 
Wright-Patterson Air Foros Base 
Dayton, Ohio 


UC TAX0=3/i8/rm 
Jan 5 199 


SUBJECT; Projeot "SIGR® 


TO: “Chief, Air Teather Servica, 
Andrews Air Foros Basa, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

ATT: DSS 


1. Projsot "SIGN" is reaponsible for the colleotion, investi- 
gation and interpretation of data relative to sighting of unidentified 
flyirg objects. Attached Inoident Sunmariss 1 thru 172 from the files 
of Projoot “SIGN” are forwarded for study and recommendations as to 
whioh of the inoidents may be eliminated as balloons released on routine 
synoptio ascents by ths Air Weather Service, tha Navy Asrological 
Service or the United States Weather Bureau. The summaries attached 
may be retained in your headquarters for workinj; and reference purposes. ¢ 


2, ‘he air Weather Service is the only ayenoy of its typs that 
has been asked to agaist in the acoomplishment of Project "SIGH" except 
that the United States Veathor Bureau has provided infor mation on ball 
lightning. Research projects in which balloons are used and which ars 
eonduated or sponsored by the Army, Navy or United States Air Forse ara 
shuoked by the Intelligences Departaent of this Command, Thase sheoks 
.ausnally made direst from the Projsot "SIGN" Office, NCIAKO-3. These 
ghesis ars distinot from tha oheok of synoptic balloon flights cade by 
weather wervice stations of the ‘Alr Force, the Navy and the Departcent 
of Commerce. (U. 3.. Weather Bureau) requested of Air Weather Service. 

1 

3. Ih Ls the “ini of this office,that the below listed inoi- 

eanse are those having the greatest possibliity of being balloons, This 
List does no’ alimirate the posuibility that inany of the remaining 
incidents are balloons. 


Eq AMC, Chief, Air Weather Service, Washington 25, D. Cc. 
Bubjs Project "sig" 


4. The form used in interrogating witnesses to aightings is 
inolosed as a matter of Anterest, Comment as to possidvle improvement 
of the “Essential Blementa of Informtion” in Tegard to eigen 
synoptio balloon flights is invited. 


5» It is requested that correspondence be forwarded to the” 
Commanding General, Headquarters, Air Materiel Command, attention 
MCIAXO=3. 


FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 


W. R. Clingerman, Gols USaF 
2 Iinolss i, BK. MoCOY 
Summaries 1-172 {nol Colonel, USAF 
"Sex" Chief, Intalligence Dept 


Coples furnished, 


AFOIR, Hq. USAF 

Capt Trakowski, Gsophysios Lab 
Major Kodisa, MCREEP 

Oolorel Yeal, MCOLANS 


Hq AMC Spem No, 10-514 (Rev 20 Fob 48) 
: . © . 


UNCLASSIFIED 

HEADQUARTERS 
IN REPLY AODRESS BOTH 
COMMUN Tan wee ate Ne AIR MATERIEL COMMAND 
VELOPE TO COMMANDING 
GENERAL, AIR MATERIEL WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE 
COMMAND, ATTENTION FOL- 
LOWING OFFICE SYMBOL; DAYTON, OHIO 


SUBJECT: Project “SIGN" 


concernec 


PACD (10.May 1948) 
Subject: Spot Raport 


observer's aircraft and slightly to the right of course, Captain Barnes 
made numerous attempts 4p ntact the other aircraft on Channel 3B and 


C, VAF, but acknowledgment of his transmission was never received. 


FOR THES COMMANDING CENERAL; 


JOZL A. HANPER 
Major, USA? 
DAC/S, Intelligence 


UNCLASSIFISMWNGRAD 
INCLASSIF 1a DWNER A 


" Bt oa 
ME se ih iy Se 


UNCLASSIFIED 


HSADQUARTZRS DC/CJP/ ad 
PACIFIC DIVISION, AIR TRANSPORT SERVICE 
AIR TRAYSPOR® COMMASD 
APO 953 


10 May 1948 


Commanding General 

Air Transport Services 

Piet mn ba 25, U. S. 

ATTZ A6/S, Intelligense 


1, The following information was reported by Captain Floyd 
Barnes, Pilot of aircraft, who was in flight between Kwajalein ic land, 
Marshall Islands, and Hiceam Field, T. H,, at the time the inci dent 
occurred, 


2, While flying magnetic course By fl altitude 9000 feet, at 
epproximately 09:05 GCT, 6 May 1948, arge white ball of firs was 
observed 19° 05! w - 1649 05? 3, four ri. five miles directly ahsad 
of and slightly alnve the aircraft. The ball of firs was observed 
for only a solit second and was comparable to the explosion of a 
shell, There were no streamers or “tails® observed as usually 
related to a meteor of a distress signal, 


3, Tnumediately ofter the ball of firs was observed, Captain 
Barnes instructed the Radio Onerator to check the IFF, The IF? was 
reoorted by the Hadio Operator to be in position No. 2 and operative. 


%, As the alrore?t approached the anproximste position of 
hwers the ball oF fire vas observed, a single white lizht was seen 
on the water surface, Uowever, this light wae obscured within a few 
seconds after aighbing becamse of the sxisting cloud coverage 


(4/2 + 5/10). 


5. More lights were immediately observed on ths water surface 
approximately ten miles north of the aircraft's course, It is the 
opinion o? Captain Barnes and other persons aboard who observed these 
lights, that it was a surface vessel, 


6. Acproximataly tan mimtes elapsed after the last 13, ghte 
wets observed on tha water surface, when an aircraft was i ie 
flying a reciprocal course (240°) at about 1000 feet below t 


HEADQUARTERS 20 /0aP/ aa 


PACTFIC DIVISION 
MILITARY ATR TRANSPORT SERVICE 
APO 953 


Augask 194g 


CP: Project, 


Commanding General 
Air Materie] Command 
Vlight-Pattereon Air Force Fase 


is ve subject, 10 August lobg, 


Sealqvuarters Sestern Pacific Wing, 
end, in turn, was forwarded to 

Zase Grow, ‘PO 134, where Cant, 

oa to be assigned, 

2, After receiving the renort cf "Pogsidle Firing Between Johne 
ston Island and Hicksm Ptala® from Capt. Barnes, this offfes im 
mediately disratched a ry to the District Intellizence Offi cer, 
th Fayel District, Old Naval Station, Honolulu, Hawait, whose revly 
is quoted os follows: 


"It ts believed that the USS TOUR was engaged in tacticnl 
training operations in the vicinity of the Contact reported 
by Captain Barnes, ATC pilot,” 


FOR THES COMMANDER: 


Inel: BURTON EK, YOORHERS 
Cy Hq PACD ltr Lt Colonel, USAR 
dta 10 May hg Chief, Iatalligence Division 


A large white ball of fire was observed some four to five miles 

directly ahazd of and slightly above the aircraft. It was observed 

for only a split second and waa comarable to the explosion of a shell 
Theres were no streamers or "tails" observed such as usually related 

to a meteor or a distress signal. Aa the atreraft acproached the 
approximate position where the ball of fire wes observed a single white 
Light wes seen on the water surface. However, this disenpesred within 

a few seconds after sighting beemse of tne existing cloud coverage. 

More Lights were immediately observed on the water surfsce some 10 miles 
north of the plane's course, it is the oninion of the witnase (adapt 
Barnes) that these were from = curface vessel. Some 10 wimtes elapsed 
after these lights were observed on the water surface when an airscrart 
wes sighted flying a reciprocel. course (240°) at abovt 1000 £4 below 

the observers's aircraft ani slightly to the right of the course. 

Cant Barnes made numerous abtemmts to contaet this airersft on Caannel "3" 
ad "O*, "VE" tat acknowledgment of his transmission was never teceived. 


mc 


